
Scientific Name: Rattus Norvegicus Rattus Rattus Mus Musculus
Color: Brownish Red Dark Gray Black, Dusty Gray
Weight: 280-480g 225g 20g
Length: (including tail) 30-45 cm 33-43 cm 15-18 cm
Body: Thick body, blunt nose Thin body, pointed nose Small head & body
Sexual Maturity: 2-3 months 2-3 months 1 month
Gestation Period: 23 days 22 days 19 days
No. of Young: 6-12 per litter 6-8 per litter 5-6 per litter
No. of Litters: Avg. 4-7 per year Avg. 4-6 per year Avg. 8 per year
Diet: Meats, fish, grains, almost anything Fruits, vegetables, seeds, grains Grains, cereals, meats, fish, etc.
Daily Food: 28-85g food 28g food 3g food
Water Consumption: 28 ml water 28 ml water 1.5ml water
Length of Adult Life: 18 months 18 months 15-18 months
Faeces: Blunt ends Pointed ends Pointed ends
Nests: Burrows, Trees/Rooftops Corners

28-135m from food & water 30-90m from food & water 3-9m from food & water

Norway Rats Roof Rats House Mice

DROPPINGS BURROWS

1. Mice:
a. 1/2 cm in width
b. Holes are small,

clear cut
2. Rats:

a. 1 1/4 cm in width
b. Holes are big

with rough
torn edges

GNAW MARKS
RUB MARKS

When dirt in the environment
combines with oils in their skin,
rub marks are left when rodents

travel along walls.

Identification

Rodent signs help determine the size of the infestation and where the rodents are traveling and feeding
Inspection & Identification
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Components of a Biosecurity Program

People and machinery can quickly transport pathogens over long distances.
Controlling who and what comes into contact with animals reduces exposure.

TRAFFIC CONTROL

When people and machinery do come into contact with the animals - ensure they are cleaned
and disinfected. This will greatly reduce pathogen exposure and contamination risk.

CLEANING & DISINFECTION

Pools of water are where pathogens can thrive. They are
also a source of water of rodents and can easily become
contaminated with rodent borne disease.

REDUCTION OF SUSCEPTIBLE HOSTS

Both insects and rodents transmit
diseases. Controlling pests is essential
to prevent disease transmission and
break the pathogen cycle.

PEST CONTROL

EEXXTTEERRIIOORR  BBAAIITTIINNGG  AARROOUUNNDD  BBUUIILLDDIINNGGSS::
�Rodents tend to gravitate to warm air currents or where food odours emerge
�Tamper-resistant bait stations or traps should be placed every 5-10m for rats, 

and 2-4m for mice depending on the severity of the infestation.

IINNTTEERRIIOORR  BBAAIITTIINNGG::
�Rodent device placement depends on the type of infestation you are dealing with:

MMIICCEE:: Space placements at 2-4m intervals depending on the severity of the
infestation

RRAATTSS:: Space placements at 5-10m intervals depending on the severity of
the infestation

EElliimmiinnaattee  aallll  ssppiilllleedd  ffeeeedd RReemmoovvee  ddeebbrriiss  ffrroomm  
aarroouunndd  bbuuiillddiinnggss

KKeeeepp  aa  11mm  sstteerriillee  zzoonnee  aarroouunndd
bbuuiillddiinnggss  mmoowweedd  oorr  sspprraayyeedd

Sanitation & Harbourage

Baiting Strategies

Diseases include...
�Salmonellosis
�Mycoplasma
�Leptospirosis
�Bordetellosis
�Hantavirus Pulmonary Syndrome 
�Hemorrhagic Fever
�Campylobacter

Rodents Are A Biosecurity Risk

From a global perspective, as much as 20% of the world’s food supply is
contaminated by rodents each year.

For swine and poultry operations, a rodent’s financial impact is felt in 2 ways...
�Direct consumption of stored feedstuffs
�Contamination or spoilage of feed rendering it unusable

Rodents have a constant desire to gnaw. They will gnaw on or through virtually any type of material... wood, metal, plastic, etc,
causing a variety of damage throughout your operation.

�Rodents gain entry by creating openings
into the facility

�Once inside they wreak havoc on divider
curtains, plumbing systems and wiring...

In fact, it is estimated that 1/5 of the unexplained
fires are caused by rodents gnawing wiring

Rodents also account for tens of millions of pounds in profit losses
each year in poultry and swine production facilities through...

� Rodents can be reservoirs for disease agents, which can live inside the     
rodents body and be excreted in their urine & feces

� Rodents are well adapted to living with, or in close proximity to, humans and 
farm animals. This co-existence increases the likelihood of transmission

� Rodents are prolific breeders, which can result in a large rodent population 
in a short period of time. If disease organisms are present within these        
populations, they can be widely and rapidly distributed to uninfected         
areas and animals

Structural Damage

Feed Losses
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